


TEN THINGS YOU CAN DO NOW TO SAVE HUNDREDS 
ON ENERGY COSTS this winter

Change Your Lights 1.	 - Energy 
Star-qualified compact fluorescent 
lightbulbs will save you at least 
$30 in energy costs over the bulb’s 
lifetime (7,500-10,000 hours).
Program Your Thermostat2.	  - 
Lowering your thermostat 5 to 10 
degrees at night and while you’re 
away can reduce your energy costs by 
up to 20 percent per year.
Boost Your Heating Efficiency 3.	 by sealing cracks or 
gaps in ductwork and any holes in your walls.
Add Insulation4.	  - Many homes are under insulated, especially older 
homes. Adding insulation will increase your comfort and save you 
hundreds of dollars in energy costs.
Save Money on Hot Water5.	  by insulating hot-water pipes and lowering 
the temperature on your heater from 130 degrees to 120 degrees.
Use Space Heaters Wisely6.	  - Although they can save you money if you’re 
willing to use them in just one room, they can also end up costing you 
more to run if you use more than one and you are trying to heat large, open 
floor plans.
Replacing Old Windows7.	  that are beyond repair can save you as much as 
25 percent on your heating bill.
Fire for Ambience8.	  - Because wood burning fireplaces actually suck heat 
out of your home, you’ll probably end up paying more to heat your home 
if you use your wood burning fireplace often. 
Understand the Energy Star Label9.	  - The EnergyGuide label can help 
you make the most energy efficient purchase and save you money over the 
life of your appliance. The label appears on most products that are subject 
to minimum energy efficiency standards set by the federal government.

Avoid Energy Scams - 10.	 Be wary of the unsolicited pitch by letter, phone, 
or the door-to-door caller promising to save you big dollars on your 
heating bill this winter. Always read the fine print and contact the Better 
Business Bureau to investigate any offer that seems too good to be true.

Sponsored Events

October is NATIONAL ENERGY 
AWARENESS MONTH featuring 

these special events:

Oct 3		 National Change a 		
		  Light Day 
		  Pledge to change a light at 
		  www.blackhillspower.com  
 
Oct 12-14	 Black Hills Home 
		  Builders Fall Home 
		  Improvement Expo		
		  Rapid City, SD 
		  VISIT US IN  
		  BOOTH #187 

Oct 13	 Energy Efficiency 		
		  Awareness Day 
		  Rapid City, SD

Oct 30	 National 			 
		  Weatherization Day		
		  Rapid City, SD

Other October Events:

Oct 1-7	 Artist in Residence	  	
		  Mount Rushmore 
		  National Memorial 
		  Rapid City, SD

Oct 6-8	 Black Hills PowWow	
 		  Rushmore Plaza Civic 	
		  Center, Rapid City, SD

Oct 6		 Artoberfest 
		  Hot Springs, SD

Oct 8		 Native American Day 
		  Crazy Horse Memorial 
		  Custer, SD
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